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Pearl of the month: DERMATOPATHOLOGISTS – WHY NOT JUST 
PATHOLOGISTS?  

  As with any discipline, specialties and subspecialties develop to better meet demands of clinicians and clients. For 
dermatopathology, however, there is no certifying body or process, so it is a discipline that is not well defined. Many of the 
dermatologists and pathologists who are listed in this VIN registry confine their services to evaluation of skin biopsy specimens. 
Many are members of the International Society of Veterinary Dermatopathology (http://isvetderm.org/).  Dermatopathologists 
may be either trained and boarded in dermatology, or may be pathologists who have sought additional dermatopathological 
training. These specialists are often more stringent about sample submission, and provide a substantially more comprehensive 
analysis of the specimens, often with suggested further diagnostic or therapeutic options.  

Sample submission:  As detailed a history as possible should be provided with the sample, including complete signalment of the 
animal, response or lack of response to prior treatment and current medications. A clinical description and location of the lesion(s) 
should be included and many dermatopathologists appreciate submission of digital photographs of the skin lesions being sampled.  
Check with the dermatopathologist about transport media for any special processing that is anticipated. Most veterinary 
dermatologists prefer to use independent dermatopathologists (as compared to large laboratories) for more individualized 
customer service and sample processing. 

U.S. Veterinary dermatopathologists                       
Dr. Diana Loeffler     
DVM Pathology     
P.O Box 10460      
Prescott, AZ 86304-0460   
480 704 1713 
 

Dr. Maron Calderwood Mays             
Florida Vet Path Inc.              
506 N. West St.  
Bushnell, FL  33513 
(888) 669-9693/(352) 568-7923 
www.fvpconsultants.com/index.html 

Dr. Pauline Rakich     
Athens Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory, College of Veterinary 
Medicine 
University of Georgia 
Athens, GA 30602     
706 542 5568   
www.vet.uga.edu/dlab/histopath.php 

Dr. Joanne Mansell     
Dermatopathology Specialty Service, Dept Veterinary Pathobiology 
Texas A&M College of Veterinary Medicine 
College Station, Texas 77841-4467    
979 845 3414  
http://vtpb-www.cvm.tamu.edu/pro/dermpath.html 
 

Dr. Greg Campbell 
Oklahoma Animal Disease Diagnostic Laboratory, 
P. O. Box 7001, Farm Road and Ridge Road 
Oklahoma State University 
Stillwater, OK 74078-2046 
405 744 6623 
www.cvm.okstate.edu/Depts/ADL/oaddl/oaddl.htm 

Dr. Clay Hodgin 
Pathodgin Veterinary Dermatopathology Service 
1710 May St. 
Baton Rouge, LA 70808  
(225) 802-3388 
www.pathodgin.com 
 

Jennifer G. Ward, DVM, DACVP, Pamela E. Ginn, DVM, DACVP  
SpecialtyVETPATH, 
PO Box 30021, 
Seattle, WA 98113 
206 245-8426 
www.specialtyvetpath.com 

 

ANTECH DIAGNOSTICS DERMATOPATHOLOGY WITH 
CLINICAL CONSULTATION 
Dermatopathologists– East Coast: Dr. Pamela Luther. Dr. James 
Tappe. 
West Coast: Dr. Jeff Edwards, Dr. Mika Tanabe, Dr. Marlon Fender, 
Dr. Kai Tang 
Consulting Dermatopathologists: Dr. Karen Beale DACVD and Dr. 
Valerie Fadok DACVD 
Antech Diagnostics (Call customer service for submission forms) 
1-888-838-4636; 888-397-8378 
www.antechdiagnostics.com/index.htm 

IDEXX DERMATOPATHOLOGY SERVICE: THE 6129 LAB 
TEST 
Dermatopathologist: Serena Liu, VMD, Dipl. ACVP           
Consulting Dermatologist: Terri Bonenberger, DVM DACVD    
Idexx Veterinary Services, 
527 E 78th St Apt 2D, 
New York, NY 10075                                                                       
800 444 4210 ext 72484                                            
www.IDEXX.com 


